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Cayuga Bird Club Meeting, May 8
From PA to Africa:
Chickadees in Forest
Fragments & House
Sparrows in Africa
Speaker: Dan Ardia,
PhD, Associate
Professor, Franklin
and Marshall College,
Lancaster, PA; Department of Biology
Dan Ardia will discuss two projects likely to change how
you watch local birds. The first looks at movement and
survival of Carolina Chickadees in forest fragments in
central Pennsylvania. The second project studies how
invasive House Sparrows spread across Africa. Two
field expeditions (Kenya and Senegal) reveal
interesting differences in which birds are at the leading
edge of the expansion and how they differ in behavior.
Expect interesting pictures and videos and new
perspectives on two common birds.
Dan Ardia is an Associate Professor of Biology at
Franklin & Marshall College, where he conducts
research on how birds and mammals respond to a
changing environment. A native of Central New York,
Dan grew up in Skaneateles, NY before attending Tufts
University, followed by SUNYESF and Cornell for
graduate school. A former Peace Corps volunteer, Dan
has a passion for international research, having worked
in Costa Rica, Australia, New Zealand, Brazil,
Argentina, Belize, Kenya, and Senegal.
The meeting will be held at the Cornell Laboratory of
Ornithology. Doors open at 7:00 pm and there will be
cookies and conversation starting at 7:15. Bird club

Speaker: Dr. Christine Sheppard
Bird Mortality From Collisions With Glass: What
we’ve learned, what we need to know, what you
can do

business begins at 7:30 pm
presentation. All are welcome.

May 8 Cayuga Bird Club Meeting and Seminar,
7:30pm
Speaker: Dr. Dan Ardia
From PA to Africa: Chickadees in forest fragments
& house sparrows in Africa

From the President

by

the

Jody Enck
Hello Cayuga Birders,

May 9 Wild in Stewart Park: Sights and Sounds
from the Park We Love
Fundraiser for Stewart Park, 7:30pm
Cinemapolis
May 13 Field Trip to Danby and Thatcher's
Pinnacles,
7am  noon
Leader: Wes Blauvelt
Meet at Jennings Pond, Danby

followed

Spring migration is in full swing,
and I hope you are getting
outside and seeing some
wonderful birds!You never know
what you’ll see when you look to
the skies. The other day while
collecting data for the SWAMP study (Sapsucker

May 13 Stewart Park Bird Walk, 9am  10:30am
Meet near Stewart Park boathouse

Woods Acoustic Monitoring Project
[http://ebird.org/content/ebird/avicaching/swamp/more]),
I looked up and observed an American White Pelican

May 13 eBird Global Big Day

flying over! Two pelicans already are known to be

May 14 Field Trip to Hawthorn Orchard, 8am 
11am
Leader: Ken Kemphues
Meet at Oxley Equestrian Center dirt parking lot
(west side)
May 27 Stewart Park Bird Walk, 9am  10:30am
Leader: Jody Enck
Meet near Stewart Park boathouse
May 2729 Spring Bird Quest
Fundraiser for Fingerlakes Land Trust
Leader: Mark Chao
May 27 8am  11am: LindsayParsons Biodiversity
Preserve
May 28 8am  9:30am: BockHarvey Forest
Preserve
May 28 10am  11:30am: Stevenson Forest
Preserve
May 29 6:30am  8am: Goetchius Wetland
Preserve,
May 29 8:30am 10am: Roy H. Park Preserve.
See http://fllt.org/events/ for directions and detailed
information.
June 3 Field Trip to Shindagin Hollow, 7am  noon
Leader: Laura Stenzler
Meet at Cornell Lab of O. parking lot
June 4 Field Trip to Connecticut Hill, 7:30 am 
noon
Leaders: Suan Yong and Dave Gislason
Meet at 7:30 am at the Wegman's parking lot or
at 8:00 am at the intersection of Connecticut Hill
Rd., Boylan Rd., and Lloyd Starks Rd.

hanging out up at Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge
so this amazing sight was not completely in the
extraordinary category. Still, it was a cool bird to see.
Because I was collecting data for the SWAMP study,
this sighting made it eventually into eBird, and folks
who have a “county needs” alert set up for eBird
eventually go word of the sighting. That night, a friend
of mine sent me a nice email saying that such a rare
bird deserved to be reported in real time so that others
might have had a chance to look up and see it too. Fair
enough! But, there is just one small hitch in that plan – I
don’t own a smart phone.
When I am in the field birding or collecting data, I take
notes and draw pictures in a little riteintherain
notebook. Eventually, I go home and enter all that
information into eBird using my laptop computer. The
day I saw the American White Pelican, I did not take
the time to go home and send out a message. Plus, my
little tracfone does not save phone numbers, and I
could not remember the number, so I could not send an
alert out to the phone RBA [Rare Bird Alert]. I did find a
birding friend later in the morning who sent a message
out to the phone RBA using his phone, but by then the
bird was long gone.

June 12 Annual Cayuga Bird Club DishtoPass
Picnic, 6:30pm
Myers Park, Pavilion A, Lansing
See our Web Calendar for more events and field
trips.

My friend who emailed me was very nice and reminded
me of the sharing ethic that exists among birders.
Having said that, it also made me think very deeply
about just what that sharing ethic entails, and whether it
really is the same for all birders. I am thrilled to share
my modest knowledge of birds and bird ecology with

FirstofYear Birds Reported during
April for the Cayuga Lake Basin

others. I am more than happy to share that sense of
discovery when a couple of birders stumble upon rare
and exciting, like an American White Pelican for

Listed below are Cayuga Lake Basin first arrivals
reported last month.
Mar. 31 American Bittern
Apr. 1 Caspian Tern
Apr. 1 Northern Roughwinged Swallow
Apr. 1 Cliff Swallow
Apr. 2 Northern Goshawk
Apr. 2 Chipping Sparrow
Apr. 3 Rubycrowned Kinglet
Apr. 4 Spotted Sandpiper
Apr. 4 Purple Martin
Apr. 4 Pine Warbler
Apr. 7 Redthroated Loon
Apr. 7 Bank Swallow
Apr. 7 Brown Thrasher
Apr. 8 Common Gallinule
Apr. 8 Louisiana Waterthrush
Apr. 9 Green Heron
Apr. 10 Broadwinged Hawk
Apr. 10 Common Tern
Apr. 10 Blueheaded Vireo
Apr. 10 Bluegray Gnatcatcher
Apr. 11 Longeared Owl
Apr. 11 Palm Warbler
Apr. 12 Virginia Rail
Apr. 15 Sora
Apr. 17 American White Pelican
Apr. 18 Dunlin
Apr. 18 Pectoral Sandpiper
Apr. 18 Little Gull
Apr. 19 Upland Sandpiper
Apr. 19 Chimney Swift
Apr. 20 Blacknecked Stilt
Apr. 20 Black Tern
Apr. 20 Northern Parula
Apr. 21 Cattle Egret
Apr. 21 Blackthroated Green Warbler
Apr. 22 American GoldenPlover
Apr. 22 Nashville Warbler
Apr. 22 Yellow Warbler
Apr. 24 Blackcrowned NightHeron

example. This is especially true if we have the
opportunity to study the bird together to learn
something new about it.
But, what I personally am less inclined to want to share
is information about a bird just so somebody else can
add it to their list. For some birders, keeping lists as a
friendly competition with other birders is important. And
that is a fine thing for them, but it is not for me. I will do
my

best

to

let

others

know

through

timely

communication when I’ve seen something rare or
unusual. Just please don’t expect me to go out of my
way to share bird sightings to help others check off
more species on a list. For me, sharing involves
passing along helpful hints about bird ID or ecology,
providing scientific data for others to use in some way,
or sharing in a sense of discovery. I am sure there are
plenty of other ways that birders manifest an ethic of
sharing. What does that mean to you?
Good birding!

Dryden Lake Field Trip Report, April 8
Ann Mitchell

Eight people dared to join me on a blustery, cold day for
a trip to Dryden Lake and George Road. When we
arrived at Dryden Lake, we immediately heard and saw
two Wood Ducks flying around. They flew around off
and on during most of our time there. On the lake we
saw Gadwall, both Greenwinged and Bluewinged
Teal,

a

Ringnecked

Duck,

Mallards,

Common

Mergansers, and Doublecrested Cormorants. We also
saw a Great Blue Herron, a Bald Eagle, Osprey, Red
tailed Hawk, a Northern Harrier, and Turkey Vultures. A

Apr. 24
Apr. 24
Apr. 24
Apr. 24
Apr. 25
Apr. 25
Apr. 26
Apr. 26
Apr. 27
Apr. 27
Apr. 27
Apr. 27
Apr. 27
Apr. 28
Apr. 28
Apr. 28
Apr. 28
Apr. 28
Apr. 28
Apr. 28
Apr. 28
Apr. 29
Apr. 29
Apr. 29
Apr. 29
Apr. 29
Apr. 29

Solitary Sandpiper
Blackandwhite Warbler
Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriole
Warbling Vireo
Northern Waterthrush
Blackbellied Plover
Common Yellowthroat
Eastern Kingbird
Ovenbird
Goldenwinged Warbler
Lincoln's Sparrow
Rosebreasted Grosbeak
Eastern Whippoorwill
Least Flycatcher
Greatcrested Flycatcher
Redeyed Vireo
Chestnutsided Warbler
American Redstart
Blackburnian Warbler
Scarlet Tanager
Stilt Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper
Longbilled Dowitcher
Bluewinged Warbler
Orangecrowned Warbler
Prairie Warbler

2017 total count to April 21: 208 species
Thanks to Dave Nutter for compiling these records
for the club. Details are available on the CBC
website.

Belted Kingfisher noisily went up and down the lake
and we saw three Eastern Phoebes flycatching on the
other side of the trail.
After leaving the lake, we went to Hart Road, which is
near George Road in the town of Dryden. There were
two Eastern Meadowlarks that some of us had good
looks at. Everyone saw the Savannah Sparrows, Song
Sparrows, Horned Larks, American Kestrel, Northern
Harrier, and Redtailed Hawk. There was also a Vesper
Sparrow there which only one person saw. We then
headed back to our cars at the Lab of O. We all had a
very good time despite the weather. Thanks to
everyone who joined me.

Trip to Derby Hill, April 23
Gladys Birdsall
Jae Sullivan joined me for the Cayuga Bird Club trip to
Onondaga Audubon's Derby Hill Hawk watch on
Sunday, April 23rd. The weather was right for a good
flight and we were not disappointed. The official count
position switched to the south lookout fairly early as the
winds

had

changed

from

southerly

to

the

northwest. Although it was sunny and clear, with the
NW winds we still needed to dress warmly. Birds were
moving through high and distant because the NW
winds were moving them inland from the lake. We were
treated to hundreds of Broadwinged Hawks, some to
the east of the lookout, but others passed right over
us. Others moved by between the south lookout and

April Cayuga Bird Club Meeting
Minutes
are available at the CBC website.

Lake Ontario. With birds being more distant, it made
identification more challenging. We still had good looks
at the Broadwinged Hawks, as many came right
overhead. A Redshouldered Hawk came by and we
both were able to see the "commas" in the wings. A

Upcoming May Field Trips
The Cayuga Bird Club has scheduled three field
trips in May. These trips are open to all.
Wes Blauvelt will lead a Cayuga Bird Club field trip
on Saturday, May 13, 2017 to several birding
hotspots in the Danby area. This will include stops
at Jennings Pond, along Bald Hill Road and a hike
to Thatchers Pinnacles in search of an early
arriving Wormeating Warbler. If time permits, stops

Merlin quickly moved through west of the lookout. Jae
was able to see those "falcon wings". A nice pamphlet
showing hawk silhouettes was passed out, which Jae
found very helpful.
We also saw a Northern Harrier, Sharpshinned
Hawks, an Osprey, Turkey Vultures, and Redtailed
Hawks. During our time there five Bald Eagles migrated
by with 4 of them being called:

two juvenal, one

immature and one subadult. (I could tell they were not

will also be planned along Michigan Hollow Road
and the wetlands near Hillview Road. The trip will
begin at 7:00 AM and conclude at noon. Meet at
Jennings Pond, Danby, at 7:00 am.
On Sunday, May 14, Ken Kemphues will lead a trip
through the Hawthorn Orchard in Ithaca, 8:00 am
 11:00 am. When the Hawthorns are in bloom, this
small area is a spectacular magnet for migrating
warblers. And since the trees are not very tall, birds
are more easily visible than in other places, often
seen at eyelevel! Meet at the dirt parking lot at
the Oxley Equestrian Center on Pine Tree Road
at 8am. We will walk to the Hawthorn Orchard from
there. The trails through the Hawthorn Orchard can
be wet and muddy, so waterproof boots may be
helpful
for
this
trip.
Contact
Ken
at
kjk1@cornell.edu if you have questions.
On Saturday, May 20, Gladys Birdsall will lead a
halfday trip to the Dorothy McIlroy Bird
Sanctuary, a preserve of the Finger Lakes Land
Trust. The preserve is located along the outlet of
Lake Como in the town of Summerhill, and has a
peat swamp and hemlock forest that supports a
high diversity of species more commonly found in
northern forests. The preserve also protects a
number of uncommon or rare plant species.
Meet for carpooling at the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology north parking area at 7:00 am. We
will return at noon. Bring a snack and something to
drink.

adults)! A Sandhill Crane cruised by.
Other birds seen or heard at the South Lookout were
Tree Swallows, Eastern Bluebird, American Goldfinch,
Purple

Finch,

Savannah

Sparrow,

and

Eastern

Meadowlark. A group of seven Wild Turkeys were in a
distant field; the male was strutting around for the
females.
From the North lookout we saw many Longtailed
Ducks out on Lake Ontario. Cormorants were flying
back and forth. I had nice looks at a Pine Warbler sitting
low in a tree, and we both saw a Yellowrumped
Warbler and Rubycrowned Kinglets.
The Broadwinged Hawk count for the full day was
4,951, and the total of all hawks counted was 5,445. It
is truly thrilling to take in this migration spectacle, and
we were so fortunate to have a good day for it.
We
drove
back
via
Montezuma
Wildlife
Refuge. Stopping at the potato building on Rt. 31, we
were treated to nice views of many beautiful ducks.
There was a group there from Binghamton and
someone spotted the Blacknecked Stilt across the
road from the potato building. Everyone got good looks
at it through the scopes. It was getting late but we did
go to the wildlife drive to see the Ruddy Ducks.
Thanks to Jae for joining me on a beautiful sunny day

Please check the Cayuga Bird Club calendar for
updates in case there are date changes for these
or any other field trips.

of birding.

Park Preserve, April 29
Bird Walks at Stewart Park

Paul Anderson

We will continue to hold bird walks at Stewart
Park on May 13 and May 27, from 9am to about
10:30am. We’ll especially be looking for migrants
and local breeding birds. No birding experience
necessary just come and have fun! Meet at the
west end of the park near the boathouse.

I led a trip Saturday morning, April 29, to the Park
Preserve; about 15 people took part. Although a few
drops of rain fell as I was driving to the meeting point,
the threatened precipitation failed to materialize, so we
enjoyed our birding dry in cool mid50s temperatures.
We started at the South entrance. Although we heard

Wild in Stewart Park: Sights and
Sounds from the Park We Love

quite a few birds, this trip was remarkable in that we
saw very few of of them. We heard Prairie Warbler,
Eastern
Warblers,

Towhee,
a

several

probable

Blackthroated

Chestnutsided

Green
Warbler,

Ovenbird,

Common

Yellowthroat,

Louisiana

Waterthrush, Flicker, and Carolina Wren. We did get to
see

Hermit

Thrush,

Yellowbellied

Sapsucker,

a

possible Sharpshinned Hawk (although it looked much
too large, it had all the right characteristics otherwise.)
Kathy arrived a little later and as she was catching up
with us, flushed a Ruffed Grouse.

Three accomplished Ithaca photographers will
show their work on the Cinemapolis bigscreen
on Tuesday, May 9, from 7  9 pm at a benefit for
Friends of Stewart Park. Accompanied by live
string music, Wild in Stewart Park: Sights and
Sounds from the Park We Love will celebrate the
landscape and inhabitants of Ithaca's lakefront gem
and the work being done to revitalize the beloved
park.
This multimedia experience features the works of
bird photographers Marie Read and Sarah
Blodgett and landscape photographer Dede
Hatch. Each will introduce their collections before
the images light the bigscreen. The display will
lead attendees through stunningly captured
moments against a backdrop of live string music.
Accompaniment will feature Djug Django members
Eric and Harry Aceto, Dave Davies, and Brian
Earle; Tenzin Chopak and Nicholas Walker; and
the trio of Rick Manning, Tom Hodgson, and Tim
Ball.
The woven tapestries of image and sound will
include
the
themes
Wingbeats,
Spring
Rituals, Babes & Chicks, Seeing the Light,
Wonderful Willows, and The Good Life, engaging
various goals of the Friends of Stewart Park's
(FSP) revitalization work.
We hope as many of you as possible can attend
and donate to this important cause: revitalizing
Stewart Park (which will include planting native
plants for bird habitat and removal of invasive
species).
Benefit tickets may be purchased online
(http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2882787)
or at the door, along a sliding scale ($10 to $100),
with a suggested $20 ticket price.

CLO May 1 Lunchtime and Evening

Of course, the more common usual suspects were
there too: Chickadees, Goldfinch, Darkeyed Junco,
Song Sparrow, Mourning Dove, Blue Jay, Canada
Goose, Crow, Grackle, and Redwinged Blackbird.
We then went to the entrance further North, where the
boardwalk is. We immediately got treated to a few nice
sparrows: Song, Field, Chipping, and Swamp. A Green
Heron flew over; there were Tree and Barn Swallows, a
Phoebe, and a couple of male Common Mergansers in
one of the distant ponds. A Broadwinged Hawk and a
Turkey Vulture flew over too.
Finally we used up our final half hour by going back to
Sapsucker Woods so that we could see the White
crowned Sparrows in the feeder garden.

Finger Lakes Land Trust Spring Bird
Quest, May 2729, 2017
Cayuga Bird Club member Mark Chao will once again
be leading Spring Bird Quest walks on Finger Lakes
Land Trust preserves over the Memorial Day weekend.
This is Mark's twelfth Bird Quest! These walks
celebrate birds and the Finger Lakes Land Trust's work
to preserve their habitats across the region. Come
experience the dazzling spectacle of migrant and
breeding birds, learn about their behavior and ecology,
and help support the Land Trust!
This year's walks will be held at five different Finger
Lakes Land Trust Preserves:
LindsayParsons
Biodiversity Preserve (May 27, 8am), BockHarvey
Forest Preserve (May 28, 8am), Stevenson Forest
Preserve (May 28, 10am), Goetchius Wetland Preserve
(May 29, 6:30am), and Roy H. Park Preserve (May 29,
8:30am).

Seminars Bird Collisions with
Glass
Lunchtime Seminar:
May 1, noon  1pm
Where: Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker
Woods Road
Speaker: Dr. Christine Sheppard, Bird Collisions
Campaign Manager, American Bird Conservancy
The Science Behind Bird Collisions and Bird
Friendly Recommendations
When Christine Sheppard first started working with
the American Bird Conservancy in 2009 to raise
awareness about bird mortality from window
collisions, she quickly discovered that there was
virtually no science or basis for most
recommendations. A monitoring program she
coordinated for the Wildlife Conservation Society
Center for Global Conservation, designed to
incorporate
the
latest
birdfriendly
recommendations, was the first investigation to see
whether those recommendations actually worked.
Many did not. Christine has been digging into the
problem ever since and will share her findings from
many studies that have important applications for
explaining what solutions work and why.

These walks are free and open to the public, but
donations are welcome. For more information and
directions
to
the
preserves,
see http://www.fllt.org/events/. You may make a
donation in honor of Spring Bird Quest at fllt.org.

June Field Trips
There are two field trips scheduled for the first weekend
of June, 2017.
Laura Stenzler will lead a half day trip to Shindagin
Hollow on Saturday, June 3, 7am  noon. Shindagin
Hollow is south of Ithaca and consists of mature and
young woods, gorges and a cedar swamp. We will see
and hear a large variety of warblers including Black
throated blue, Blackthroated Green, Hooded, Canada
and American Redstart, all of which nest there. In
addition, we'll see Yellowthroated, Blueheaded and
Redeyed Vireos, Rosebreasted Grosbeak, Winter
Wren and many more birds. We will mostly be driving,
getting out and listening and then driving some more.
Meet at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology at 7am for
carpooling to Shindagin Hollow. If you have questions,
email Laura at lms9@cornell.edu.
On Sunday, June 4, Suan Yong and Dave Gislason will

Evening Seminar:

lead a Cayuga Bird Club field trip to Connecticut Hill.
Meet at 7:30 am at the Wegman's parking lot (away

May 1, 7:30 p.m.

from the store, by the inlet) or at 8:00 am at the
intersection of Connecticut Hill Rd., Boylan Rd., and
Lloyd Starks Rd. We'll plan to finish by noon. Bring

Where: Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker
Woods Road
Speaker: Christine Sheppard, Bird Collisions
Campaign Manager, American Bird Conservancy
Title: Bird mortality from collisions with glass:
What we’ve learned, what we need to know,
what you can do
You probably think that you can see glass – but
long ago, you learned a concept – glass is an
invisible barrier or reflective illusion – that birds
never understand. As many as a billion birds die
each year in the U.S., nearly half of them on home
windows. In the last decade, many scientists have
contributed pieces to the puzzle of how birds really

water and a snack. Insect repellent may also be helpful.
These trips are open to all. Please check the Cayuga
Bird Club calendar for updates in case there are date or
time changes for these or any other field trips.

Cayuga Bird Club
Educating and inspiring the birding community of the
Cayuga Lake Basin and Central New York since 1914
The Cayuga Bird Club meets on the second Monday of
each month, September through June, beginning with
refreshments at 7:15 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Cornell

see the world. This has established a basis for
developing new solutions for existing glass, as well
as materials and design strategies for creating
new, birdfriendly buildings. Most architects, urban
planners – most people – don’t understand why
birds are important and how big the collisions
problem is. Virtually everyone has seen or heard a
bird hit glass, but think of it as a rare occurrence.
Dr. Christine Sheppard will discuss the tools we
have to solve the problem and the big job ahead
getting those solutions implemented. However, this
is one conservation issue where individuals can
take immediate action and see immediate results.
Admission is free to CLO seminars. This seminar
will be livestreamed. Bookmark this web page to
watch live seminars and sign up for alerts about
upcoming presentations.

Lab of Ornithology’s Johnson Center on Sapsucker Woods
Road. All meetings and most field trips are free and open to
the public. Membership costs $15 annually per household,
$10 for students, payable in September. Payment may be
made via Paypal at cayugabirdclub.org or by mailing a
check to
Cayuga Bird Club, c/o Cornell Lab of Ornithology,
159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca NY 14850.
Please include your email address (or addresses for family
memberships) with your membership application to receive
the club newsletter.
Members receive via email the monthly Cayuga Bird Club
Newsletter, from September through June. Newsletter
submissions

may

be

sent

to

Diane

Morton,

cbceditor1@gmail.com. Of particular interest are articles
about local bird sightings, bird behavior, birding hot spots,
book reviews, and original poetry, art, and photos.

Montezuma Audubon Center Wildlife
Festival

Cayuga Bird Club Officer Contact Information is available
on the Cayuga Bird Club website.

May 6, 2017, 10 am  3pm
2295 State Rt. 89, Savannah NY

Chickadee illustration in masthead by Karen AllabenConfer

Don't miss an issue of the newsletter: add
newsletter@cayugabirdclub.org to your email contacts.
Stay in touch with the Cayuga Bird Club through our
Facebook page and Cayuga Bird Club Website.

Facebook CBC Website

Enjoy live animal shows, family entertainment,
crafts, artisans, live music, delicious food, games,
and much more!

eBird Global Big Day 
May 13

Last year’s Global Big Day featured more than
60% of the world’s bird species in a single day, with
sightings coming in from more than 17,500
eBirders spread across 154 countries.
If you'd like to join this global effort to find birds on
this year's big day, May 13, see the eBird Global
Big Day tips page.
The free eBird mobile app makes it easy to record
birds on your phone as you see them in the field.
Instructions for downloading the app and tips on
getting started are available here.
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